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(57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To prevent the increase in the coefft of friction of the ABS (air 
bearing surface) surfaces of a slider with the recording surface of a recording medium. 
SOLUTION: The slider 22 of the magnetic head 20 is formed of AI203-Ti ceramics. The ABS 
surfaces 24 of the slider 22 are formed to a rail shape having smooth surfaces and tapered 
parts 26 are formed on the air inflow side thereof. Thin-film magnetic head elements 30 are 
constituted in protective films 28 on the air outflow side. The front end faces 32 of the poles 
of the thin-film magnetic head elements 30 are exposed on the surfaces of the protective 
films 28 and are constituted on the same plane as the plane of the ABS surfaces 24. DLC 
thin films 34 having the smooth surfaces are uniformly formed on the ABS surfaces 24. 
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